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Dear parents and students, 
 
As we draw near to the end of term, I think you will agree that the pupils (and maybe yourselves) are 
looking forward to a nice summer break, having some time to relax and enjoy the warm weather! It has 
been a busy term for many of our pupils, what with exams and various performances at local events and I 
think you will agree that after all of their hard work that a rest is in order for them all!  
 
I would appreciate it if you could take 5 minutes out of your busy schedules to read on. The latest news, 
dates, timetables and other important information for over the summer and the next academic year are to 
follow. This information is imperative all pupils attending classes here with Dance Dedication. So take this 
opportunity to grab a cuppa and put for feet up for 5 mins. 
 
Exam Success 

In April, we held our first ever tap, modern and ballet exam sessions. All of the children passed 
with flying colours, all achieving Merits and Distinctions, which is fantastic. I would like to take 
this opportunity to say that I am proud of each and every child that took an exam. They all 
worked extremely hard in classes and tried their very best. It is not always about the 
mark/grade they get, and certainly not about comparing themselves with others, but about 

each individual’s journey on how they get there and bettering themselves. No matter what 
mark/grade each pupil got, they should be very proud in what they have achieved.  

Fetes 
Some children were invited to perform at various fetes this summer. A big thank you to all parents and 
students for your support. The children danced well and represented the school beautifully so a big well 
done to you all. Below are a few pictures or the performances. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Summer School Workshops 
Early booking recommended- spaces filling up fast 
 
We will be holding 5 days of workshops over the summer holidays on the week of the 14th – 
18th  August.  
Workshops open to 6-16 years (5 years welcome if they already attend classes with us).  
Themes this year are ‘Disney Day’, ‘Got to Dance Day’ and ‘The Wizard of Oz’.  
The workshops have proved very popular and are a great way of amusing the kids over the 
long summer period. Different styles of dance, singing, acting, arts and crafts and games are 
just a few of what we get up to. Pupils are split into groups based on age and ability. At the 
end of each course the children put on a performance for parents to enjoy. Please check our 
website for more info and booking forms. Places are limited and first come first served so I 
would encourage booking well in advance.  
 

Deadline for booking forms and deposit 31st July 
Deadline for full payment 7th August 

 

Helper for Ballet Minis on a Wednesday 
Miss Courtenay is looking for a helper for her Ballet Minis class on a Wednesday at 4:00-4:30 at 
Pampisford Village hall. Any students in ballet or modern, grade 2 and upwards wanting to gain 
experience in assisting classes would be perfect helpers for the job. Please let Miss Christina know 
if any pupils are interested or for more info. 



 

 

*Brand new Musical Theatre Classes* 
I am delighted to announce that in the autumn term we will be offering fun and inspiring musical 
theatre classes. The classes are aimed to develop students theatrical performance, combining 
singing, acting and creative movement. Just a few of the benefits musical theatre has to offer are: 
self expression, confidence building, teamwork, physical skills, creativity, expression and musicality.   
 
Musical Theatre allows students to combine the three skills of singing, acting and dancing in order 
for them to aim to be the ultimate “triple threat”. For those that wish to perform in the future, these 
skills are essential in order to succeed in the performing arts profession where the standards are 
getting higher and higher all the time. The classes are equally great for those that just love the 
performing arts. Whether you enjoy watching films or plays and acting out your favourite parts, or 
love singing along to your favourite songs, these classes will teach many of the skills required 
 
Please see the provisional timetable below: 
4:00-4:45- Musical Theatre Minis (age 3-5 years) 
4:45-5:30- Musical Threatre Juniors 1 (age 6-8 years) 
5:30-6:15- Musical Theatre Juniors 2 (age 9-12 years) 
6:15-7:15- Musical Theatre Seniors (age 13 years plus) 
 
When signing up for the musical theatre classes, for the first half term all Dance 
Dedication students will receive 2 lessons free of charge! This is on top of the 10% 
discount if your child is taking 3 or more classes. Some of these classes are nearly 
fully booked so please do book your child’s space asap to avoid disappointment.  
 



 

 
 

 
 

Timetable for September 
The following Timetable will start as from September. Please read carefully as some classes have 
changed days and times. 
 
Mondays 
At Great Shelford Memorial Hall 
4:45-5:30  Primary Ballet 
5:30-6:15 Grade 1 Ballet 
6:15-7:00 Grade 2 Ballet 
7:00-7:45 Grade 3 Modern 
7:45-8:30 Adult Ballet 
8:30-9:15 Adult Tap 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term Dates 2017-2018 
 
Summer Term-2017 
Term ends Tues 18th July 
 
Summer workshops 
14th, 15th, 16th , 17th and 18th August 
 
 
 

Winter Term- 2017 
Term starts- Monday 4th Sept  
Half term 23rd Oct-29th Oct 
Term ends 17th Dec  
 
Spring Term-2018 
Term starts 3rd January  
Half term 12th Feb-18th Feb 
Term ends 29th March  
 
Summer Term-2018 
Term starts 16th April 
Half term 28th- 3rd June 
Show dress rehearsal Wednesday 11th July 
Show dress rehearsal at theatre Sunday 15th July 
X2 Shows Sat 21st July 
Term ends 22nd July  
 

Fridays 
4:00-4:45 Musical Theatre Minis 
4:45-5:30 Musical Theatre Juniors 1 
5:30-6:15 Musical Theatre Juniors 2 
6:15-7:15 Musical Theatre Seniors 

Progression of classes 
So you can plan ahead, please see the progression of classes for when your child will be moved up 
(usually after exams): 
 
Ballet 
Ballet Minis 
Pre-Primary Ballet 
Primary Ballet 
Grades1-6 
 

Tap and Modern 
Tap/Modern Minis 
Primary Tap/Modern 
Grade 1-6 Tap 
Grade 1 -6 Modern 

Street and Musical Theatre 
Minis 
Juniors 1 
Juniors 2 
Seniors 

Wednesdays 
At Pampisford Village Hall 
4:00-4:30 Ballet Minis 
4:30-5:00 Street Minis 
5:00-5:45 Street Juniors 1 
5:45-6:30 Street Juniors 2 
6:30-7:15 Grade 3 Tap 
7:15-8:00 Street Seniors 

Saturdays 
Icknield Primary School 
09:00-09:30 Ballet Minis 
09:30-09:35 Break 
09:35-10:05 Tap/Modern Minis 
10:05-10:45 Pre Primary Ballet 
10:45-10:50 Break 
10:50-11:30 Primary Tap/Modern 
11:30- 12:00 Grade 1 Modern  
12:00-12:45 Grade 1 Tap 
12:45-1:30 Grade 2 Modern 
1:30-2:15 Grade 2 Tap 
2:15-3:00 Grade 2 Ballet 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extra Ballet classes 
As 3rd May from grade 2 ballet and upwards there will be x2 ballet classes a week. Although taking 2 
classes is not compulsory, students wishing to take exams in ballet and progress at a steady rate will 
be required to take 2 ballet classes a week. Many schools already make it compulsory, there are 
many reasons for this. Ballet is the foundation of all technical dance forms, it shows up in every style 
of dance and students that study more than 1 ballet class a week progress, excel, and flourish at a 
quicker rate than once a weekers. Ballet is the most difficult style of dance to learn out of all the 
others. The art form requires understanding and use of the very specific parts of the body, and those 
that study more than once a week gain increased muscle strength and flexibility, strong technique, 
body awareness and stamina, as well as many other benefits.  
 
Adult Classes 
Adult Ballet and Tap are on Monday evenings at Great Shelford Memorial Hall. These classes are for 
all abilities including beginners. If you have always wanted to give either genres of dance a bash now 
is the time to do it. No tutus or tights needed, just wear what you feel comfortable in so you can move 
about easily! Don’t worry if you don’t have tap shoes, you can wear a pair of flat outdoor shoes too. 
Please see the timetable for class days. 

Summer Term-2018 
Show rehearsal Wednesday 11th July 

Show dress rehearsal Sunday 15th July 
X2 Shows Sat 21st July- afternoon and evening 

Do not miss out! Please put the dates in your diaries! 
 

I know it seems a long way off now but it always seems to come round so quickly. All pupils 
attending classes (from 3 years up to adults) are invited to take part in the show so please put 
the above dates in your diary. All of those taking part in the show must attend all of the dates. 

The children had a blast last year, and it's a great opportunity to wear some fabulous costumes, 
perform on a stage with lighting, props etc, build close friendships and work as a team with 

others in your class and boost confidence. 
Nearer the time I will be looking for volunteers to help at the show, as it really cannot go ahead 

without the help of fabulous parents, but for now please hold the dates. 
 

Emails, up to date info and last minute changes 
A lot of people have been saying that my emails are going into their junk/spam or second inboxes. 
Please add dancededicationsawston@gmail.com to your contact list and then they should reach your 
inbox! Many thanks. 
 
           If you are on facebook and you haven’t already, please support us and like the ‘Dance Dedication    
           Sawston’ page. If you have a spare minute it would be great if you could leave a review on the      
           page, and share any posts that may interest you. 
 
            We are also on twitter, please follow us Dance Dedication @DanceDedSawston. 
 
Facebook, Twitter and the website will regularly be updated with any important info, plus any last minute 
changes will appear here e.g. cancellations due to weather etc! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remind yourself of our fees policy  
 
A big thank you to all of those that pay your invoices in time, it is very much appreciated. I would appreciate 
if you could take a minute read through the below to remind yourselves of our fees policy. 
 
1. All fees must be paid within 14 days on invoice.  
2. Your child will automatically be enrolled into the class/classes in the future. Notice must be given, in 
writing, prior to the first day of a term/ ½ term if a pupil wishes to stop classes as waiting lists exist for many 
classes. If no notice is given then fees will become due on the first day of term/ ½ term and must be paid. 
4. A Discount of 10% is available for any family attending 3 or more classes per week between them. 
5. Refunds/Reductions/Exceptions will only be issued in exceptional circumstances, not for illness or for 
family holidays etc 
6. A £5 admin charge will be added if fees are not paid by the due date stated on invoice. Please do not 
ignore the due date, but speak to Miss Christina in advance if you are having problems paying the fees. 
7. In sending your child to classes with us it is understood that you agree to abide by the fees policy. 
 
UNIFORM AND HAIR 
Please can you ensure that your child is wearing the correct uniform to all classes. Dance is a strict 
discipline therefore the correct uniform should be worn, for the same reasons why children wear a school 
uniform! The correct uniform list is on the website should you have any queries. Please note that ALL 
children in the Street classes should be wearing their DD tops with black leggings (girls) or black 
jogging bottoms or shirts (boys). For the same reasons please can you ensure your child’s hair is neatly 
groomed and tied back for all classes. From Primary Ballet upwards, children should be wearing classical 
ballet bun with bun pins and a hair net to make the bun secure! Children wear their hair up so that they can 
feel the length in the back of their necks and so that their hair doesn’t flick in their faces when they turn. 
Taking pride in their appearance demonstrates the discipline of classical ballet. 

The boring but necessary bits………please read carefully 

Secure your child’s place for the Autumn Term 
In late July invoices will be sent for the Autumn term (starting in September). Please note, that invoices 
must be paid on time as shown on the invoice payment terms and our fees policy. The payment terms 
state that invoices must be paid within 14 days from the date of invoice. This will secure your 
child’s place for the September term. If invoices are not paid on time, we will assume that your child will 
not be attending the September term and the space will be given to one of those on our waiting list. 
Refunds/reductions/exceptions will only be issued in exceptional circumstances.  

CHILDREN WAITING BEFORE, AFTER OR IN BETWEEN CLASSES 
Please note that if your child waits at the school/halls in between, before or after classes, they are your 
responsibility. Although it goes without saying that teachers do our best to try and keep an eye out for all 
children, we cannot be held responsible for any child who is on the premises on their own waiting for classes!  
Icknield School classes 
As from September we are no longer allowed access to the staff room. If you choose to wait at the school 
please wait in the corridor quietly. Thank you.  

Important Info 
Please note that as from September 2017 we will no longer be accepting cheques as 
payment, all fees and uniform orders must be paid by bank transfer or by cash.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and I look forward to seeing many pupils at the summer 
workshops. If I don’t see you then, I hope you have a lovely, restful summer, and I look forward to seeing 
you all recuperated and energised in September.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Miss Christina Hadjisavvas 
Principal of Dance Dedication. 
 


