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Newsletter April 2019

Dear parents and students,

I hope this newsletter finds you well. Its just a short one this time including some of our latest news and successes, up 
and coming events we have planned for the next year and some important information including term dates, fees and 
show dates for 2020! We also have some new dance items for sale and hope to offer new classes as from the summer 
holidays.  Please read on for more info and pass this on to any older pupils that I am sure will want to have a read too!

Exam Success
Firstly I would like to congratulate all pupils that took ballet, tap and modern exams in December. They all worked so 
hard in the run up to their exam and I am so very proud of them all. 100% of pupils not only passed but all gained a 
Merit or Distinction which is fantastic.  Well done to all involved, especially to those that took up to 3 exams in one 
week, we really do have some superstars within the school!

Bircham House
Recently some of our pupils performed at Bircham House, the local residential care home. The residents really enjoyed 
the performance, there was lots of tapping feet and smiling faces in the audience. Many of the residents praised the 
children’s dancing and commented that they really enjoyed the music and that the costumes were wonderful. Well 
done and thank you to all involved, including parents helping with quick changes. Here are a few snippets of the 
afternoon.
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Fundraising for the next show!
I am pleased to announce that we raised £416 at the Christmas party last year and that we raised £238 from 
our latest cake sales and Easter hamper competition.  Thank you to everyone that has contributed towards 
the funds whether its baking or buying cakes and just generally helping when needed. This money will go 
towards the costume fund and chaperones licences when it comes to show time! 

Congratulations to Jasmine also who won the Easter hamper! 

Summer workshops
Our workshops are always lots of fun and are a great way to keep kids and teens active in the holidays. The 
pupils can learn and progress in their dance, drama and singing skills, whilst building confidence and making 
new friends. They also get to show off their creative skills in our art and craft activities and games. At the end 
of each course the pupils perform what they have learnt to parents in a mini show.

Pupils are split into groups according to age and ability.
Children of 5 years that already attend Dance Dedication classes able to attend.

Anyone is welcome to attend including non DD pupils so please spread the word to friends and family! We 
have a fantastic sibling discount this year!
All DD pupils get a £5 discount per day per sibling!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greatest Showman 
25th  July- 9am-3pm 

 
Toy story 

26th July- 9am-3pm 
 

Mary Poppins 
28th , 29th and 30th August 

9am-3pm 
 For	more	info	or	for	a	booking	form	please	contact	

dancededicationsawston@gmail.com	
www.dancededicationuk.com	

25th and 26th July 
28th, 29th and 30th August  

 @ Bellbird School 

Early bird booking  
£30 per day or £130 for all 5 days 

Booking form and full payment 
needs to be in by 1st June 

 
Regular booking  

£35 per day or £155 for all 5 days 
Booking form and full payment 

needs to be in by 1st July 
 

Sibling discounts available 
 

Additional film club  
3pm-5pm every day 

£5 per day 

Choreography		ballet		musical	theatre		creative	activities		jazz		quizzes		games		lyrical		street		contemporary	
	
	

For ages 6-16 years. Pupils are split into 
groups according to age and ability. 
  Children of 5 years that already attend 
Dance Dedication classes able to attend. 



Watching week
As from next term we will only be holding a watching week 2 times a year. At the end of the Autumn term 
near Christmas and in the Summer term. This gives pupils another week of normal classes which can be used 
as exam/performance rehearsals. As we are sure you are aware the majority of pupils do not perform the 
same in watching week classes due to distractions in the audience and being overwhelmed by having such a 
close audience. Whilst we feel that pupils will get more out of classes without an audience, we understand 
that parents want to see their child’s progression, hence why we are still going to hold this twice a year.

New Uniform, dance bags and onesies!
From grade 4 upwards there is a new uniform for ballet, tap and modern. Please see website or ask your 
teacher for a uniform order form.
We also have personalised onesies that pupils can wear to and from classes and as a warm up for any classes. 
We also have large dance holdall bags, perfect for carrying dancewear etc to class, shows and exams. These 
items are a perfect gift for birthdays and other occasions.
Please ask your teacher for an updated uniform order form or you can download it from our website 
www.dancededicationuk.com

Second hand uniform
There is a small notice board at most venues where you can either purchase, or put your child’s old/unwanted 
uniform items up for sale. All you need to do is include the items you are selling, price, and your contact 
details on your advert so that any other parents can contact you for collection and payment. If you would like 
DD to organise this, please give items to Miss Christina and the money will go towards the costume fund.

Private Lessons
Private lessons will be available as from the summer holidays for those pupils wishing to push themselves 
further and take more classes per week. These can be taken in the run up to an exam for those pupils that 
need a little extra rehearsal time, or on a regular basis to gain strength, stamina, extra knowledge and 
therefore to progress more quickly. Classes can be for individuals, or be shared out in a smaller group. These 
classes can be in ballet, modern, tap, jazz, and body conditioning (strength and flexibility). We are looking into 
offering private singing lessons also. Contact us for more info.
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Fee increase for adult classes
Here at Dance Dedication we pride ourselves in keeping classes as affordable as possible and have not increased our 
fees since September 2014. Unfortunately with hall hire and other expenses naturally increasing in order to keep 
classes running there will be an increase in our adult class fees. All 45 minute adult classes will now be £6 per class. 
We still offer a 10% discount for those paying half termly.

Extra Ballet classes- Strongly advised from Grade 2 upwards

From grade 2 ballet and upwards there are x2 ballet classes a week. Although taking 2 classes is not compulsory, 
students wishing to take exams in ballet and progress at a steady rate will be required to take 2 ballet classes a 
week. Many schools already make it compulsory, there are many reasons for this. Ballet is the foundation of all 
technical dance forms, it shows up in every style of dance and students that study more than 1 ballet class a week 
progress, excel, and flourish at a quicker rate than once a weekers. Ballet is the most difficult style of dance to learn 
out of all the others and although attending classes in other genres benefits a dancer for that genre, they cannot 
replace the strength, posture and coordination of that learnt from ballet. 
The art form requires understanding and use of the very specific parts of the body, and those that study this 
discipline more than once a week gain increased muscle strength and flexibility, strong technique, body awareness 
and stamina, as well as many other benefits. Therefore it is strongly recommend that all those wishing to take exams 
take 2 classes a week.
Please read for the timetable of all classes.

Progression of classes
So you can plan ahead, please see the progression of classes for when your child will be moved up (usually after 
exams or when their teacher sees fit):

Ballet
1. Ballet Minis
2. Pre-Primary Ballet
3. Primary Ballet
4. Grades1-6
5. Intermediate

Tap and modern
1. Tap/Modern Minis
2. Primary Tap/Modern
3. Grades 1-6
4. Intermediate

Street and Musical theatre
Minis
Juniors 1
Juniors 2 
Seniors

Show Time 2020!!!!
We now have our dates for our shows next year! Please put them in 
your diary. Remember pupils MUST attend all rehearsals in the run up 
to the show and we need help from parents backstage too!
Dress rehearsal Sunday 28th June @ Whittlesford Memorial Hall
Dress rehearsal Wednesday 8th July @ Comberton Sports and Arts
Shows Saturday 11th July @ Comberton Sports and Arts



Dates for your diary

Summer Term 2019
Term starts : Wednesday 24th April
Half term : Saturday 25th May- Friday 31st May
Term ends : Monday 22nd July

Summer workshops
25th July- Greatest Showman
26th July- Toy Story
28th, 29th and 30th Aug- Mary Poppins

Autumn term 2019
Term starts: Saturday 7th September
Half term: Sunday 20th Oct- Sunday 27th Oct
Term ends: Sunday 15th Dec

Spring term 2020
Term starts: Monday 6th Jan
Half term:  Monday 17th Feb- Sunday 23rd Feb
Term ends: Thursday 2nd April

Summer term 2020
Term starts: Monday 20th April
Half term: Sunday 24th May- Sunday 31st May
Show time dates- Sun 5th July, Wed 15th July, Sat 18th July
Term ends: Sunday 19th July

Currrent Timetable

Mondays @ Great Shelford Memorial Hall
4:45-5:30  Primary Ballet
5:30-6:15 Grade 1 Ballet
6:15-7:00 Grade 2 Ballet
7:00-7:45 Grade 3/4 Ballet
7:45-8:30 Adult Ballet
8:30-9:15 Adult Tap

Wednesdays @ Pampisford Village Hall
4:00-4:30 Ballet Minis
4:30-5:00 Street Minis
5:00- 5:30 Pre Primary Ballet
5:30-6:15 Street Juniors 1
6:15-7:00 Street Juniors 2
7:00-7:45 Grade 4 Tap
7:45-8:30 Street Seniors
8:30-9:00 Grade 4 Ballet

Fridays @ Whittlesford Memorial Hall
4:00-4:30 Ballet Minis
4:30-5:00 Musical Theatre Minis
5:00-5:45 Musical Theatre Juniors 1
5:45-6:30 Grade 2 Ballet

Saturdays @ Icknield Primary School
09:00-09:30 Ballet Minis
09:30-09:35 Break
09:35-10:05 Tap/Modern Minis
10:05-10:45 Pre Primary Ballet
10:45-10:50 Break
10:50-11:30 Primary Tap/Modern
11:30- 12:00 Grade 1 Modern 
12:00-12:45 Grade 1 Tap
12:45-1:30 Grade 2 Modern
1:30-2:15 Grade 2 Tap
2:15-3:00 Grade 3 Modern
3:00-3:45 Grade 3 Tap
3:45-4:30 Grade 4 Modern
4:30-5:15 Grade 3 Ballet

Timetable and Term dates

Emails, up to date info and last minute changes
Sometimes our emails go into junk/spam or second 
inboxes. Please add dancededicationsawston@gmail.com
to your contact list and then they should reach your inbox! 
Many thanks.

If you are on Facebook and you haven’t already, 
please support us and like the ‘Dance Dedication 
Sawston’ page. If you have a spare minute it would  
be great if you could leave a review on the page, and 
share any posts that may interest you.

We are also on Twitter, please follow us Dance 
Dedication @DanceDedSawston.

We are now in instagram too!      
Dance_dedication_cambridge

Facebook, Twitter and the website will regularly be updated 
with any important info, including any last minute changes 
e.g. cancellations due to weather etc.
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UNIFORM AND HAIR
Please can you ensure that your child is wearing the correct uniform to all classes. Dance is a strict discipline 
therefore the correct uniform should be worn, for the same reasons why children wear a school uniform. The 
correct uniform list is on the website should you have any queries. Please note that ALL children in the 
Street and Musical Theatre classes should be wearing their DD tops with black leggings (girls) or 
black jogging bottoms or shorts (boys). Similarly, please ensure your child’s hair is neatly groomed and 
tied back for all classes. From Primary Ballet upwards, children should be wearing a classical ballet 
bun with bun pins and a hair net to make the bun secure. Children wear their hair up so that they can feel 
the length in the back of their necks and so that their hair doesn’t flick in their faces when they dance. Taking 
pride in appearance demonstrates the discipline of classical ballet.

CHILDREN WAITING BEFORE, AFTER OR IN BETWEEN CLASSES
Please note that if your child waits at the school/halls in between, before or after classes, they are your 
responsibility. Although it goes without saying that teachers do their best to try and keep an eye out for all 
children, we cannot be held responsible for any child who is on the premises on their own.

The boring but necessary bits………please read carefully
Please remind yourself of our payment policy

Please ensure that you take a minute to read through the below and remind yourself of our payment policy.
A big thank you to all of those that pay your invoices in time, it is very much appreciated. 

Payment Policy 
Class days, times, venues and prices are subject to change at any time with or without prior notice, dependent upon 
the demands of the business. 
In the event of illness, bad weather or any other unavoidable events, classes may be cancelled at short notice. Notices 
will be sent out via text or phone call and email to all those listed on our system at the first opportunity . Please inform 
us if your contact details change. Notices will also be put on our facebook page and twitter. 
If classes are cancelled for any reason we will offer a replacement class instead and no refund will be given. Refunds will 
only be given if the class cannot be rescheduled for another time. 
Refunds are not provided for students’ sickness, injury, school trips, holidays etc. In the case of long term sickness or 
injury please contact us to discuss as soon as possible. 
A completed Registration Form must be filled in before or at your first class. 
New Pupils may attend a 1 week trial period which is free of charge. At the end of this period you either enrol and 
pay for the half term or advise us if you do not wish to continue. 
Lessons must be paid for 1⁄2 termly by the invoice due date which is normally before the term starts. There is a 2 
week period from the day the invoice is sent out to when it must be paid. A £5 late fee will be added onto your 
invoice which must be paid if invoices are not paid by the due date. 
Tuition fees cover classes only, additional charges are made for dancewear, exams, performances etc. These extras 
(with the exception of uniform) are optional and full details of costs will be provided in advance. 
You may pay by cash or bank transfer, the details of which are on your half termly invoice. Change cannot be given 
in between classes due to time restraints. Instead I will use this as credit towards your next lessons, so it will be 
deducted it off your next invoice. It is best where possible to pay with the correct amount. 
If you wish to terminate lessons half a term’s written notice is required or you will be charged half a term’s fees. In 
sending your child to classes with us it is understood that you agree to abide by the fees policy.

IMPORTANT!!! Up to Date details
Please can all parents and those attending adult classes fill in a new registration form if you have 
changed your email address, contact number or address. You can get one of these from your teacher 
at your next class. The same goes for any learning/medical needs that may have changed. Many 
thanks.



Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. Myself and the DD team hope you had a fabulous Easter and look 
forward to seeing pupils refreshed for the next term.

Best wishes,

Miss Christina

A few pictures taken form classes in the last term


